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Central Eastside together 
Mission statement
Central Eastside Together will foster a safer district, enhance the pedestrian 
experience, reinforce economic viability and promote Central Eastside’s 
unique identity through innovative and highly-responsive programs. 

CEIC and CET: Who we are
In 2019, CEIC formed Portland’s first enhanced business district (ESD) in 
nearly 20 years, called Central Eastside Together (CET). This was a way for 
property owners and businesses to contribute directly and collectively to 
the district’s vitality for businesses, employees, customers and residents. 
CEIC has been the umbrella to the Central Eastside Together ESD program. 

Since its establishment, CET has forged positive connections with a myriad 
of community, social service and government partners and has become a 
valued district resource. The CEIC received the 2021 Most Valued Partner 
Award by the City of Portland's Bureau of Environmental Services Green 
Steward Program for our innovative work on our district's bioswales.

CET has its own board and is in the process of acquiring a 501(c) (3) 
charitable organization status.

Governance
• Up to 20 board members 

representing a diverse 
residential and business 
community, including 
vulnerable populations

• 15 person Sidewalk Operations 
Committee

• 4 full-time staff

Central Eastside  
Industrial District
• 681 acres

• 1,300 business

• 22,000 employees

CET Community Impact by the Numbers
Central Eastside Together's overall goal is to promote neighborhood 
economic vitality and vibrancy. With services ranging from health and 
safety to economic development initiatives, CET demonstrates measurable 
support to businesses, residents, employees and visitors in the district.

Safety, cleaning, and graffiti removal programs are essential daily  
resources to help keep the Central Eastside an attractive and dynamic 
place to do business. The Central Eastside Together program launched 
district-wide in October 2019. These statistics reflect data from October 
2019-February 2022. 

Safety
• 25,162 total interactions  

with employees, residents,  
and visitors

• 2,874 phone dispatches 
• 1,022 mental health and 

wellness checks performed

• 389 mental health and medical 
appointments made

Shelter
• 169 shelter applications 

submitted and housing 
assessments given

• 12 people assisted in securing 
permanent housing

Cleaning
• 12,331 active camps  

received trash services 

• 110,450 bags of trash 
removed 

• 1,730,221 lbs. of trash 
removed 

• 2,605 pieces of abandoned 
furniture removed

• 605,629 sf of graffiti 
removed

• 2,429 graffiti tags removed

• 17 contracted staff employed 
to remove trash

• 3 vendors

• 30 full-time employees

• 15 employees with lived 
experience of houselessness

• 30 unhoused individuals 
employed through an informal 
work  program



community investment 
Throughout Covid-19, CET worked tirelessly to connect businesses to local, state, and federal COVID 
relief resources such as tenant-landlord support, free PPE programs, and hosting town halls to ensure 
Portland’s leadership knew what issues businesses, residents and employees were facing. CET 
constantly pushed for small business support and sponsored three citywide ”Shop Local” campaigns. 

Partnering with the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) and Prosper Portland, CET worked to 
create outdoor plazas, activation events, and the Healthy Streets initiative to aid in expansion of on-
street dining infrastructure. CET is a vital part of the community supporting businesses in their post-
pandemic economic recovery. 

CET provides grants and partners with charitable organizations with programs that directly enhance 
the Central Eastside.

Business Support 
• $80k+ in direct support of district branding 

and marketing 

• $25k+ given in support of a community 
mural project employing 20 artists and 
covering 2 city blocks in public art

• $10k in small business sponsorships  
to support marketing through the  
Shop Local campaigns

• $10k in grant funding awarded to a business 
mentorship program

• 3 Street Plazas increasing street traffic 
for businesses 

Community Organization Support
• $116k in grant funding awarded 

• 16 Central Eastide projects funded

• 14 charitable organizations supported 

• Funding categories: 
• Houseless Services
• Workforce Development
• Place-making
• Community Building
• Environment
• Citizen Engagement

Did You Know? 

• ESD Services are available to everybody within the Central Eastside coverage area: employees, 
visitors and residents.

• The Central Eastside has more murals than any other district.

• The Central Eastside is home to dozens of legacy businesses like Franz Bread Company, Pratt & 
Larson, McCoy Millworks, Winks Hardware, and new innovators such as Autodesk, Salt & Straw, 
Steven Smith Tea Maker, Stumptown, and many more!

To learn more about Central Eastside Together,
visit www.ceic.cc/centraleastsidetogether


